NIMAS Conversion House Identification Form
Contact Details
Company name: 
GH, LLC
Address: 
1305 Cumberland Ave. Ste. 110
City: 
West Lafayette
State: 
IN - Indiana
Zip Code: 
47906
Telephone Number (with area code): 
Toll-free: (866) MY3-DOTS (866-693-3687)
Fax Number (with area code): 
765-775-2501
Web site: 
http://www.gh-accessibility.com
Primary Contact for Inquiries

Name: 
Jason Allen
Email address: 
jallen@gh-accessibility.com
Direct Extension:
212
Capabilities

Please place an X next to all that apply. When you are asked to provide details, feel free to include as much information as you would like.

Conversion of PDF to NIMAS-conformant Content (XML)

X- Tagged PDF
X- Untagged PDF
Conversion of Other File Types to NIMAS-conformant Content (XML)
Please list source file types: 
Hard copy print works, plain text files in any encoded format (Unicode, ASCII, etc.), Rich Text Format, Microsoft Word, WordPerfect, OpenOffice (OpenDocument), Microsoft Office Open XML, Microsoft PowerPoint, JPEG and other graphics formats, PDF tagged, PDF untagged, PDF flattened, PDF unflattened, QuarkXPress, Adobe InDesign, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe PageMaker, Adobe FrameMaker, Macromedia Freehand, Macromedia Flash, Microsoft Publisher, CorelFlow, HTML, xHTML, XML, Other formats on request.
Conversion of NIMAS-conformant Source Files to Large Print

(Please specify possible outcomes)
X- Addition of Cascading Style Sheet to XML content that validates to the NIMAS Document Type Definition
X- Preparation of hard-copy books
X- Other:
Conversion of NIMAS source files to any electronic Large Print format
Conversion of NIMAS-conformant Source Files to High-quality Braille

(Please note transcription certification details.  Include information such as the number of certified transcribers, years of experience, etc.)
Certifying agency: 
Library of Congress/NLS
Indicate which software is used for translation: 
Proprietary conversion software
Describe previous experience converting XML source files: 
Please see the section below titled Conversion of NIMAS-conformant Source Files to Richer Text-based Content.
X- Production of literary braille (Grade II) 
Both contracted and uncontracted
X- Production of Nemeth code for math and science

X- Transcription into languages besides English (specify):

X- Other specialization(s): 
Computer Braille Code
Braille Production Outcomes:
X- Electronic braille files
X- Embossing one-sided pages
X- Embossing two-sided pages
  - Embossing with plates

X- Using Thermoform for duplication
X- Binding with comb- or spiral-binding
X- Binding with other types of covers (specify):
Conversion of NIMAS-conformant Source Files to Richer Text-based Content
Please discuss the provision of digital electronic text, e.g. the inclusion of additional XML tags, development and input of figure descriptions, the inclusion of graphics, etc. Provide details, such as examples of possible tags that may be included, or other DTDs with which the company has experience. Feel free to mention links to samples. We recognize that companies may wish to protect proprietary information; however this space offers an opportunity to showcase the ability to create content that surpasses the basic NIMAS file-set parameters.
GH's products not only allow a broad range of people with disabilities to gain access to information, they also help organizations successfully comply with federal legislation, such as ADA, IDEA, Section 504, and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. These products and services allow organizations to gain access to all types of information including electronic and information technology.

In particular the GH NIMAS process produces XML files compatible with the DAISY/NISO dtbook.dtd, as per the most recent 2005 version of the specification.  All GH NIMAS files are compatible with the NIMAS 1.1 specification and will validate using the ZedVal DAISY validation tool.

GH is also active on both the NIMAS and DAISY committees and played a key role in the authoring of the NIMAS specification as part of the NIMAS Technical Committee.  GH also sits on the MathML-in-DAISY working group and serves as the chair of the Braille-in-DAISY working group.

GH and Digital Talking Books

GH is widely recognized as the leader in Digital Talking Books (DTB’s), having developed DTB solutions including full text-full audio ANSI/NISO DTB’s, DAISY 2.0, 2.02, and 3.0 DTB’s, NIMAS files, and other accessible Electronic Book products.  GH has a highly scalable book-authoring facility that has passed numerous government and corporate quality audit standards.  GH has a reliable and sophisticated proofing and Quality Control procedure which ensures book validity and reliability.  QC protocols are available upon request, and are customizable.

Some of GH’s NIMAS and/or DTB clients include:

· Access Board (Federal Government 508 Standards)

· Internal Revenue Service

· US Department of Education

· California Department of Education

· North Carolina Department of Education

· Harcourt

· Pearson Scott Foresman

Based on the climatic changes in legislation with key customers and also the market-driven need to differentiate product offerings, many publishers are looking for a value-added component to their existing textbook products.  Accessibility for persons with disabilities is an excellent choice for such a differentiation factor as it simultaneously helps to meet contractual needs in key states while also providing publishers with a truly unique product offering.  Additionally, recent legislation surrounding the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) simultaneously requires the production of accessible DTB files while also leaving open the possibility of a market-driven solution by individual publishers.

As has been demonstrated by GH’s performance on projects involving NIMAS file conversions for many existing customers, GH can provide a solid foundation for customers interested in working together in a long-term relationship.  GH is widely recognized as the market leader in DTB production and deployment; hence the formulation of an NIMAS/DTB product with accessibility built in using the principles of Universal Design is a natural joint product offering for publishers interested in accessibility to pursue.

Conversion of NIMAS-conformant Source Files to Text-to-speech-based Content

(Please specify the type of output).
X- DAISY 2.02 content:
X- Z39.86-2002 content:
X- Z39.86-2005 content:
X- A basic playlist divided into chapters: 
Audio format of choice
X- Other:  HTML, xHTML, iCADD, ASCII, RTF, etc.
What level(s) of navigation are possible? 

X- Chapter
X- Subsection
X- Page
X- Paragraph
X- Sentence
X- Phrase
X- Word
Which software or service is used to generate the text-to-speech? 
gh PLAYER
Which speech engine(s) are used? (Specify voice(s) and available languages.) 
Microsoft voices (all), Cepstral (all), Nuance (all), NeoSpeech (all)
Distribution Mechanism

X- CD with Intellectual Property Protection (please describe): 
We will work with the publisher to produce disks with any required DRM. This includes books that can only be opened in the gh PLAYER.
X- CD without Intellectual Property Protection
X- Distribution on another medium, such as a Flash card
X- Password protected Web site
X- FTP or another similar protocol
X- Other: 
HTTP, DVD, CD, removable flash, etc.
Coordination with the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Center (NIMAC)
Would you be willing to provide information regarding the products developed from NIMAS content to the NIMAC, for its records?

X- Yes
  - No

Production Fees and Other Costs (optional)
Please provide basic details about contracting procedures. Include a description of what is required in order for the company to bid on a project. If you would like to offer a link to a page on the company Web site, please do so.

All bids are based on a review of representative sample material that is to be converted. Prices vary depending on the input file format, the output file format, the amount of tables and images, verbal descriptive narratives (alternative text describing images), etc.  
Web Site Accessibility
To the best of your knowledge, does your public Web site comply with the W3C Web Access Initiative Web Content Accessibility and/or the U.S. Access Board Section 508 Web accessibility guidelines?

X- Yes 
  - No

Additional information about the accessibility of your Web site:
Submission Details

Name of form submitter: 
Brad Hosack
Email address of form submitter: 
brad@gh-accessibility.com
Date submitted:  
October 16, 2006
Last updated: 
October 16, 2006
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