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NIMAS Best Practices List for File Validation

Essential Best Practices

· Check for broken links—anchors and other references

· <pagenum> coded correctly, esp. type attribute; location at top of (physical) page

· Page numbers do not appear in-line with text

· Metadata file type is/listed correctly as XML

· <list> coded correctly; content correct—i.e., do not add duplicate numeration to lists

· TOCs, indices, &c. coded correctly—entries not combined

· No mark-up used for styling

· Placeholder/sample content from OPF exemplar not present in submitted metadata, esp. “unique identifier”

· XML declaration correct

· Correct MIME type used

· Required PDF file listed in the manifest of the OPF and not in the spine

· Correct namespace reference used

· Text in images is provided alternatively

· No content is missing

· No content is out of order

· <sidebar> used correctly

· Elements match content

· Tables not made into images

· All idref attributes on noteref and annoref should start with a number sign (#)

· Links to external sites should include the external attribute set to “true”

· Headings (h1–h6 and hd) should always contain text content. If possible, avoid use of images in headings.
Desirable Best Practices

· Check spelling

· Check alt text for accuracy, concision & relevance

· Complex images have LDs (long descriptions)

· Do not use levels for block or in-line components

· Image captions not used as alt text

· Class attributes consistent throughout a work (ex:  no appearance of “chap” and “chapter” in the same file)

· Content components marked up consistently for placement (ex:  study questions at ends of chapters throughout)

· Image information included as part of image file (i.e., size)

· No content duplication in elements where that is tempting, i.e., one author per <docauthor>, one image per <img>
Reference: Structure Guidelines for DAISY 3 (ANSI/NISO Z39.86 Specifications for the Digital Talking Book) http://www.daisy.org/z3986/structure/SG-DAISY3/index.html 

